New Editions, Reprints, and
Reissues

Form A2, deposit 2 copies, fee $2. Affidavit required.

To JUSTIFY TAKING OUT a copyright for a new edition, the reissued
book must have substantial new material. Slight factual, stylistic, and
typographical corrections are not enough, nor is the redistribution of
the material by volumes or chapters. On application form A2, the
copyright claimant is asked to state what the new copyright matter
is. New, rearranged, or improved editorial annotations, new appendi-
ces, new illustrations, new introductory matter, even a new or en-
larged index will justify a new copyright. In fiction it is the quality
and importance of the revision and addition that matters, rather than
the amount. A short story or magazine article enlarged into book
length with new material and perhaps illustrations may be copy-
righted with a new date as a reissued book, but mere 'colorable' addi-
tions, designed to prolong the life of the copyright, are not acceptable.

Only the publication date of the new edition is required to appear
on the copyright page if a new copyright is obtained, as the Copyright
Act regards works republished with new material as 'new works/ It is
safer, however, to list the older dates, too, in order to avoid any
semblance of 'deceiving the public/ Moreover, if the new material
should later be judged by the court to be insufficient to justify a new
copyright, notice would have been served that the book was protected
by the earlier copyright.

A book of which only several chapters have been published before
the publication of the whole volume is not a 'reissue,' but Class Al
{see page 64).

The Copyright Office has no obligation to examine the claim for a
new copyright. However, if it appears on its face to be false, the
Office can refuse to issue a certificate of registration.

A reprint is a new edition or reissue in which there is no new
material added* It can be made only by the authority of the copyright
owner. The fact that a book is out of print does not mean that it is
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